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French Discipline  
Assessment Report for 2012-2013: 
 
Assessment Plan 12/13: The French Discipline focused on assessing the FL general education 
courses in 2012-2013.  
 
Our goal: According to UMM’s 2011-2013 catalog, the Foreign Language general education 
requirement has as its goal “to develop some fluency in the skills of speaking, listening, reading, 
and writing in a second language; and critical insight into another culture.”  
 
Method of assessment:  
• Three of the four skills mentioned in the description of the FL gen ed will be assessed 
with the aid of the WebCape placement test, recently adopted by UMM.  
o For each section of Fren 1001, the WebCape placement test will be administered 
at the beginning of the semester to establish proficiency level at the beginning of 
the two-semester sequence. This test assesses reading, grammar, and listening 
comprehension skills. 
o The same test will be administered at the conclusion of Fren 1002, and beginning 
and end-of-year scores for individual students will be compared in order to 
measure their progress. In addition, average scores for the classes will be 
calculated to assess a general level of achievement and progress.  
• The fourth skill mentioned in the description of the FL gen ed, writing skills, will be 
assessed via a comparison of the students’ first essay in Fren 1001 and their last one in 
Fren 10021. 
• Finally, cultural knowledge will be assessed via a pre- and post-test in Fren 10022. 
 
Assessment:  
• The WebCape test was given to students prior to their arrival at UMM. These scores are 
indicated as their pre-1001 tests.  
• The same test was administered to this group of students in December 2012, at the end of 
Fren 1001. These scores are indicated as their post-1001 tests. 
• Finally, the WebCape test was administered at the end of Fren 1002, in May 2013. These 
scores are indicated as their post-1002 tests. (The test is always new to the individual 
student, questions are randomized and progressively more difficult: each correct answer 
leads to a more advanced question). 
 
Charts of these scores are included as an addendum to this report. 
 
Results: Although the average scores reflect improvement across the year in our students’ 
understanding and use of the French language, there were several anomalous scores: 
students’ scores dropped significantly after a semester’s worth of study. Several students did 
not take the post test, opting instead for an hour of extra study time before the final exam for 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 This assessment was not carried out, although the Web Cape proficiency exam does contain reading 
comprehension questions. 
2 This assessment was not carried out.	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the course. In the future, (for the purposes of assessment) the placement test will count as a 
small part of the students’ final exam grade for the course.  
 
The scores across the three instances of the exam were as follows: 
 
• The average score pre-1001 was 147.74. 
• The average score post-1001 was 234.30 
• The average score post-1002 was 248.08 
o There was one student whose score was a 4 on the post-1002 test. This 
score is anomalous, especially given that the student in question scored a 
95% on the cumulative final exam in Fren 1002. Without that score, the 
post-1002 average score is 261.27. 
 
 
 
These results indicate that our Fren 1001-1002 courses are doing what they are designed to 
do, that is, increase our students’ ability to understand and use the French language.  
 
On an individual level, most students demonstrate gain in understanding the French 
language, with several showing a marked increase (i.e. student #40 went from 0 to 405, a 
score suggesting s/he could theoretically skip 2001), and an average gain of nearly 88 points 
on the placement tests. 
 
Eight students’ scores went down at the end of the semester. It is difficult to assess why that 
is, without a stronger control sample.  
 
The post-1002 placement tests scores also show a general increase in knowledge, with an 
average increase in score of over 20 points. It is to be noted, however, that of the 23 test 
scores, 12 of them scored lower on the post-1002 test than they had on the post-1001 test. It 
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is likely that this decrease in score is not a reflection of their actual learning, but of the 
students’ choosing not taking the WebCape test seriously. Other scores are missing because 
the students chose not take the test at all.  
 
Despite mishaps that skewed our scores towards the low end, the average scores over the 
Fren1001-1002 sequence improved from 147.74 to 261.27, a statistically significant 
improvement of 113.53 points. Furthermore, the average score on the written final exam for 
Fren 1002, across both sections, was 73%, indicating that most students synthesized a 
significant amount of course material and achieved basic proficiency. These scores suggest 
that students are prepared for the intermediate level and that Fren 1001-1002 series is 
accomplishing its goals of facilitating our students’ progress towards some fluency in French.  
 
 
